
 

CooperSiegel NEWS 

Wifi HotSpots Now 
Available 
Big News!  We now have 2 
Wifi HotSpots available for a 
1-week  loan.  Patrons must 
be 18 to check-out HotSpots. 

Free One-on-One 
Tech Help 
Need help with that  
awesome new device you 
just got for Christmas? 
Schedule an appointment for 
free tech tutoring! 

New French  
Conversation Club 
Learn to speak French in a 
casual, conversational 
style group. Thursdays at 
10:30 beginning on  
February 1st. 

2 New Story Times! 
We are introducing 2 new 
Story Times this year on 
Wednesdays:  A Spanish 
Story Time and Little Yogis 
PLAY (Peace Love And 
Yoga). 

First Quarter 2018 

The library is proud to reveal its  
newest offering in the online 
learning arena: Skillshare! You 
may have heard about this cool 
online learning venue but you can 
now access more than 18,000 
classes for free! No need to worry 
about free trials and forgotten 
monthly membership fees; we’re 
offering 30-day memberships to 
Skillshare to Cooper-Siegel and 
Sharpsburg library card holders 
starting January 2018.  Skillshare 

has short, self-paced, bite-sized 
classes, great for adults and 
teens, in areas such as design, 
photography, cooking, art, entre-
preneurship, film and writing. 

Taught by the practitioners and 
artists themselves, Skillshare 
boasts courses by big names 
(such as Julia Turshen, Aaron  
Draplin, Seth Godin and Soledad 
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Classes taught by expert practitioners. 

For your career. For your passions. 
“ 

” 

The Rotary Club of Fox Chapel Area 
has donated and installed $10,000 in 
audio-visual equipment for the Cooper 
Siegel Community Library’s Verne 
Koch Program Room.  The new lighted 
podium, wireless microphones, JBL 
speakers, high-definition video projec-
tor and compatible laptop computer will 
enhance the library’s ability to host 
functions of all kinds, including meet-
ings, training sessions, social gather-
ings and educational seminars. 
   

The local Rotary Club raised half of the 
money for the new equipment through 
its annual charity golf classic and then 
received a matching grant from Rotary 
District 7300, which includes most of 
the Rotary Clubs in Western Pennsyl-
vania. The equipment was purchased 
and installed through ‘N Stuff Music in 
Blawnox. 
 

Lighted Podium 
Wireless Microphones 
JBL Speakers 
HD Video Projector 
Laptop Computer 

FEATURES: 

Brand New 
State-of-the-art 
AV Equipment! 

“We now have a state-of-the-art 
presentation room that will  
enhance the experience for both 
the audience and speakers”  -  
Jill McConnell, Executive Director 

Introducing  
Skillshare! 
A great way to learn 
something new in 2018! 

In October, we introduced a new, small, curated collection called ICYMI in the adult 
section. ICYMI stands for In Case You Missed It and the collection is a juicy hand-
picked lifestyle section with books on cooking, self-help, home design, memoir, gar-
dening and more! Once the books hit the shelves about a fourth of them went 
straight out to patrons!  A few of our favorite titles: How Not to Kill Your Houseplant: 
Survival Tips for the Horticulturally Challenged by Veronica Peerless; The Misad-
ventures of Awkward Black Girl by Issa Rae; Do Geese See God: A Palindrome 
Anthology by William Irvine and 111 Places in Chicago That You Must Not Miss by 
Amy Bizzarri. This is a rotating collection, like our new books, so be sure and check 
it regularly for titles added monthly! 

New Collection! 

I’m a sucker for new beginnings but I’ve always had a love-hate relationship with 
new year’s resolutions, However  this year I stumbled upon an approach that really 
struck me. It’s got the great fresh-start bits but without the guilt-inducing tightness 
that many resolutions seem to carry with them. I might be late to the game here, 
but for 2018, I’m choosing a Word that will help guide the year in a gentle, inten-
tional and spacious way.  I’m really looking forward to what my Word will create, 
unearth, develop, open (or close) and create for me in 2018. It’s the kind of nice 
framework through which to view the year – both what I’m already doing and the 
things I could be doing. I can use it to inform and influence my relationships, pro-
fessional life, hobbies, budget, and anything else I’d like! It’s easy to start the year 
with guns blazing and then get caught up in old habits again, but I’m convinced that 
this softer stroll into the year will yield better results! Oh, and my word? 
It’s Cultivate! What will yours be? 

Pick a Word For Your Year! By Kelley 



O’Brien) so that you’re gaining valu-
able insight and skills taught directly 
by an expert, not just a hired in-
structor.  Whether you’re looking to 
further your career, polish up on a 
hobby or learn something entirely 
new,    Skillshare has something for 
you. Learn how to make Asian 
dumplings in a 33-minute course, 
including some really mouth-
watering  dipping sauces! Take 
Drawing as Self Discovery to 
breathe new life into your journaling 
habit. Try a class about communi-
cating and building relationships 
with clients.  Many classes are un-
der 40 minutes and are packed with 
great information, tips, skills and 
content.  Check out Skillshare to 
expand your life! You can gain   
access to your 30-day membership 
by simply filling out an online form 
on our website. 

  

 

 

WINTER READING BEGINS JANUARY 6TH! 
Winter is the perfect time to snuggle up with 
a good book! We have a brand new online 
program that will make Winter Reading even 
more fun this year!  Sign up on our website.  
 
EARN MORE RAFFLE TICKETS TO WIN A 
GREAT PRIZE! 
Readers will have an opportunity to earn extra 
raffle tickets by completing activities from the 
“bucket list” below: 
1. Drink a cup of hot cocoa while reading 
2. Make a snow angel 
3. Make snow ice cream 
4. Go ice skating or sledding 
5. Blow bubbles and watch them freeze 
6. Measure the snowfall 
7. Chart the temperatures for one week 
8. Hunt for animal tracks in the snow 
9. Visit a museum or science center 
10. Build a snowman 

Winter Reading! 

Get your slippers, electric blanket, a mug of your hot beverage of choice and a 
sweet furry pet close at hand and settle in with your favorite winter read – it’s 
time for the Winter Reading Club. 

 
 

We’ve got a brand new online book tracking tool called Beanstack that’s going to 
make your participation a breeze! Sign up, read 3 books and you’ve completed 
the program.  For each book you read, you can earn a raffle ticket!  

 
 

If you’re feeling really driven, you can write reviews of the books you’ve read. 
Each review will earn you another raffle ticket. If you read 3 books AND write 3 
reviews, you get all the raffle tickets AND a coupon to shop at our used book 
sale. Oh, and what are your raffle tickets good for? A bursting, beautiful basket of 
BOOKS!  

Introducing 
SkillShare! 

Adult Winter Reading  
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It’s like having your own personal  
librarian showing you how to use all of 
our best electronic resources.  

“ 
” 

2018 is the year of great new tech 
tools here at our library. We’ve got 
another good thing to introduce you to 
– Niche Academy! It’s a selection of 
online tutorials (both video and text) 
that help you learn how to use some 
of our amazing library resources like 
Hoopla, Libby, RBdigital and other  
non-library related tools like Gmail, 
Instagram and Pinterest . 

Head to our Books and Media page 
for ebooks, eaudio, online magazines, 
streaming movies and more! If you’re 
ready to dig into some heavier stuff, 
head to our new Research page, 
where you’ll find access to all our   
databases like Consumer Reports, 
Gale Legal Forms and Ancestry.com 
(and the Niche tutorials that go along 
with them)! 

Children ’s Department 
Come see what ’s new!  

Stories your little ones will love! We 
have Story Times for Infants through 5 years 
old. 

"There is more treasure in books 
than in all the pirate's loot on  
Treasure Island." — Walt Disney  

We are so excited to introduce 2 new  
classes this year!  These sessions will be 
on alternating Wednesdays: 
 
Cuenta Ceuntos is our brand new  
Spanish Story Time.  Children ages 3 and 
up are invited to hear stories and sing 
songs in Spanish with Beatriz Conte.  
Begins on January 17th at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Little Yogis PLAY  (Peace Love And Yoga)  
This is a class designed for preschool age 
children to learn the basics of yoga 
through  interactive play. $7 per class.  
Begins on January 24th at 10:30 a.m. 

Mondays: 
 
 
Tuesdays: 
 
 
Alternating 
Wednesdays: 
 
 
Thursdays: 
 
 
Fridays: 

B E G IN S  J A N U A R Y 6  

READING FOR FUN IMPROVES CHILDREN’S 
BRAINS! 
 
An ongoing study (which is following 17,000 
participants) indicates that reading for  
pleasure increases more than just a child’s 
vocabulary.  Dr. Alice Sullivan and Matt 
Brown have used data from the British  
Cohort Study to discover that those who 
frequently read books at age 10, and more 
than once a week when they were 16, had 
higher test results than those who read less. 
In other words, reading for pleasure was 
linked to greater intellectual progress, both in 
vocabulary, spelling and mathematics.  
In fact, the impact was around four times 
greater than that of having a parent with a 
post-secondary degree. 
For more information, Google the 1970 Brit-
ish Cohort Study or search for the study on 
the Guardian website: www.theguardian.com 

New Winter  
Story Time  
Schedule! 
 
2 New  
Choices! 

NICHE ADADEMY -  Video  
tutorials  for our e lectronic resources.  

Little Learners  (3-5 
Years) 
 
Preschoolers (3-5 years) 
 
 
Little Yogis PLAY and 
Spanish Story Time 
 
 
Toddlers (2-3 years) 
 
 
Baby & Me (Infant-2yrs) 

N EW  F U N  S O F T W A R E !  

G R E A T  P R IZ E S !  
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