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In the book, London Calling, by Edward Bloor, the main 
character, Martin Conway, is a thirteen-year-old boy who hates 
his school, All Soul’s Preparatory School, in New Jersey. He is 
certainly glad when school lets out in summer. Not only does he 
find the atmosphere in his school miserable, his situation at 
home is not much better. His alcoholic father has left the family, 
and, during summer, his beloved grandmother, Nana, dies. At 
the funeral, he finds out that his Nana has left him an ancient 
Philco radio that was used by his grandfather when he was as-
signed to the US Embassy in London during World War II. Mar-
tin does not think much of it, until one night, when he has the 
radio plugged in, he dreams of an 8-year old English boy 
named Jimmy who asks him for help. Jimmy claims to have 
spoken with his grandmother when she was alive; she had ap-
parently told him that Martin would be able to help him. When 
Martin is somehow transported back to London in the 1940s, he 
witnesses the terror and the suffering the people go through  

during the Nazi bomb raids. The people and the scenes Martin witnesses 
have a deep effect on him. He begins to believe that he can help Jimmy. 
As Martin tries to find a way to live with honor, in the process he discovers 
who he really is. 
 
 Overall, the book is interesting; however, the story keeps switching 
between the present and the past. For instance, when the author is talking 
about Jimmy taking Martin through the disastrous bomb raid of World War 
II in the past, the story abruptly switches to the present and starts talking 
about Martin’s school life and his family. As such, the book can get confus-
ing in certain parts. What I like about the book, though, is that the story 
communicates a great message to the readers; it shows that everyone is 
capable of making a difference. I would recommend this book to anyone 
who likes adventurous and interesting plots, but the reader would have to 
be patient, as there are constant switches between the past and the pre-
sent in the story. 

Book Review 

Reviewed by Aniket Kumta 

London Calling by Edward Bloor 
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Prime Hangout Spot for Teens: The Lauri Ann West Community Center 

By Megan Stafford                             

 The Fox Chapel community has a lot to be thankful for: a great school district, a stunning 

library, and a wonderful community center. Fortunately, all of these buildings 

 have recently been renovated or are brand new, and all are conveniently located close to one an-

other. Today, Teen Eye would like to make our readers more aware of the specific features and programs offered to 

an age group between 13 and 18 at the Lauri Ann West Community Center.  

Facilities: 

 The community center features a high-quality fitness center containing full-service equipment and service. 

Some of the equipment available includes: Precor Vitality Strength/ FTS Strength/FTS Guide, Free Weights, 5-

Stack Modular Station, HTS with Monkey Bars, Olympic Training Area Dynamic Edge Power Rack, Precor 885 

Cardio Equipment Series, and more. Personal Trainers are also available for hire to demonstrate safe use of the ma-

chinery.  

 Specific Programs:  

Art Programs: 

-Digital Photography Pittsburgh Filmmakers for Ages 11-14: This class is offered from 4:00-6:00 pm for six Thurs-

days (March 9-April 20 without class on April 13). The price is $242 for members and $303 for non-members. The 

class is hosted by Erin Bechtold and will allow participants to experiment in digital photography.  

 

-CYM Keyboarding for Ages 3-14: This class is offered from 5:00-5:45 pm for five Fridays over three sessions: Jan-

uary 27-March 3 with no class February 17; March 10-April 28 with no class on March 24, April 7, or April 14; and 

May 5-June 2. Participants in the program will explore the basics of keyboarding and music under the direction of 

certified instructor, Chris Sforza. This class costs $111 for members or $139 for non-members.  

 

-American Red Cross Babysitting for Ages 10-18: This class is offered from 10:00-1:30 pm for two Saturdays over 

two sessions: February 4&11; and April 22&29. Participants in the course will learn the basics of safe childcare 

practices and will receive Red Cross Babysitting Certification under the direction of a certified instructor! The cost 

of this class is $98 for members and $122 for non-members.  

 

Sports Programs: 

-Scoring Factory Basketball for High School Students: This program is offered from 3:00-4:00pm for six Tuesdays 

over two sessions: January 17-February 21; and March 7-April 18 with no practice on April 11. Participants in this 

course will work on honing their basketball skills under the careful direction of Ian Johnson and Jordan Harbison. 

The cost is $104 for members and $130 for non-members.  

-Heart and Sole: This program is offered through Girls on Run at Magee Hospital under the direction of Kate Bon-

giovanni. To find more information on practices and costs, contact Kate at 412-641-1596 or http://

www.gotmagee.org/register/.  

Pricing:  

For an individual between the ages of 14-18, a fitness membership costs a one-time joiner fee of $100 and $55 per 

month afterwards. Members can enjoy access to the state of the art gym equipment as well as enjoy discounts on 

most art and sports programs offered at the center.  

There is no need to join a gym when our community offers a facility with much more than just equipment!! I en-

courage all teens to check out the community center's website: https://lauriannwestcc.org/ and find a fun, suitable 

program.   

 

https://lauriannwestcc.org/
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Self-Driving Cars 
By Hazel Cline 

 
        Opinion is still divided on the issue of driverless 
cars. A quick google search will show you “The 
2,578 Problems with Self-Driving Cars,” right beside 
“Self-Driving Cars Could Save 300,000 Lives Per 
Decade.”  
  Many car companies and other businesses 
are launching self-driving cars, including Google’s 
Waymo, GM’s Cruise, and Ford’s Delphi. These 

companies are creating cars that can drive themselves roughly 80% of the time. They 
are generally not available to the public, and probably won’t be for a while, until the 
technology is improved. 

 
Self-driving cars are of particular interest to Pittsburghers, as some of them are 

being tested right here in the city. Uber created a self-driving car and even offered test 
rides of it, with a human driver present, to the public. So why Pittsburgh? It’s mainly 
due to the location of Carnegie Mellon University, where most of Uber’s self-driving car 
employees came from. The university had a partnership with Uber at one point. Driving 
in the city of Pittsburgh is also ideal because a city environment is more challenging for 
the car to navigate and helps companies like Uber and universities like CMU find out 
where the problems are with their self-driving cars. 

 
Additionally, there is a bit of tension currently, as the city of Pittsburgh agreed to 

give Uber free rein to use self-driving cars, but some believe Uber is not the right com-
pany to do this for the public. Uber has been offering self-driving prototypes to ferry 
customers for about six months, and the city of Pittsburgh is expecting to see some 
changes soon. 

 
Self-driving cars are really in the testing phase right now. There is always a hu-

man driver to take over if necessary. In the distant future, however, self-driving cars are 
predicted to have many benefits: they will be safer and reduce traffic, as there will be 
less accidents based on human error. Additionally, self-driving cars could be able to 
communicate with one another in a sort of hive mind. This would also reduce acci-
dents. Additionally, it would allow cars to drive closer to one another, with human error 
out of the equation, which would also allow traffic to move more quickly. Drivers would 
even be able to work on other things while driving. The downsides of self-driving cars 
are that allowing cars onto the internet means that they could be hacked, leading to ac-
cidents and loss of private information. 

 

 This is all speculation, however, and although self-driving cars certainly point to 

a new and technological future, a fully self-driving car is still a while away. 
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           Interview with Joshua David Bellin 
By Megan Stafford 

 

 The Teen Eye staff was fortunate enough to have local, 
Young Adult author Joshua David Bellin visit with us again. He 
spoke with us two years ago following the publication of his first 
book, Survival Colony 9. This recent free event was open to the 
community, where seasoned and novice writers alike were able to 
learn more about Bellin’s unique writing process, ask his advice on 
writing, dive into deeper discussion about Scavenger of Souls- the 
second book in the Survival Colony 9 duology, and celebrate the 
success of this series! The audience asked a wide range of ques-
tions- everything from specifics on his book to tips on “honing your 
craft” in writing, which Joshua Bellin was kind enough to answer. 
Several of the questions are highlighted below. 
 
Q: What are a few of the main messages and values you hope 
to share with your readers?  

A. Persistence. In the duology, Querry, despite being faced with unmitigated ad-
versity, never gives up his fight to save the remainder of his colony. He is 
strong, resilient and brave, much like his mother.  
 

Q: What were the main questions you sought to answer through Scavenger of 
Souls? 

A. Obviously, the questions of Querry’s past remained unclear through Survival 
Colony 9, since he lost his memory in a Skaldi attack. Scavenger of Souls ad-
dresses these unanswered questions as the reader witnesses Querry mature 
tremendously through self-discovery. Additionally, the reader learns who the 
fearsome “Scavenger of Souls” is and how the Skaldi originated.  
 

Q: How do you think Querry’s love interest, Mercy, shaped the plot of this story?  
 

A. Writing Mercy as a character was enjoyable, because she really “wrote her-
self.” Mercy’s character is an impulsive, thrill seeker - making her a foil to Quer-
ry. She presents a new conflict and a romantic tension that contrasts with the 
normal high-pressure situations Querry battles. By utilizing these oppositely dis-
posed characters, readers are able to witness deeper aspects of Querry’s char-
acter...like how he behaves when he is not fighting in a life or death battle 
against an army of Skaldi.  

Q: What was the most challenging aspect of writing Scavenger of Souls? 

A. Many authors of a series can agree that writing a sequel is often more difficult 
than writing its predecessor. I originally intended for Survival Colony 9  to be the 
first book in a trilogy. Shortly after the book was completed, I began writing what 
was to be the second book of the series; however, during the revision process I 
changed direction with suggestions from my editor and publisher. I crafted a se-
quel that blended elements from the second book and what would have been a 
third book to mold Scavenger of Souls into one. I had to make a lot of difficult 
cuts along the way but, in the end, I am pleased with the final product and the 
duology as a unit.  
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Q: How is Scavenger of Souls different from Survival Colony 9?  

A. Survival Colony 9 is very character-driven. The reader is introduced to a post-
apocalyptic world with a tribe of hardened, yet unique individuals fighting to survive. 
Through the eyes and dialogue of these characters, the plight and downfall of civiliza-
tion, the struggle to survive, and the omnipresent threat of death are all made very 
clear. On the other hand, Scavenger of Souls is very plot driven; we as readers are 
learning along with Querry the answers to the important questions, such as who he is, 
where he is, what his past is, who his family was, and how the remaining humans have 
survived. These unanswered questions drive Querry’s actions and, ultimately, the plot.  
 

Q: Members of Teen Eye agree that Scavenger of Souls “reads like a movie.” Have you 
ever thought of actors that may portray certain roles - should Scavenger of Souls move 
onto the big screen? 

A. Well, sort of. I could see Famke Janssen in the role of Aleka and Gary Oldman in the 
role of Laman. But for everyone else, I am not entirely sure. 

Q: Querry and Mercy’s story is over (...for now?). What is next for you as an author? 
 

A. My new stand-alone book, Freefall, will be released sometime in  
2017. Afterwards, I don’t have any set plans on what to write next. I may revisit some 
unfinished pieces or craft something new. I just don’t know, but I am looking forward to 
having time to just write.  

Q: Any advice to novice writers looking to hone their craft? 

A. There is not a set rulebook on how to write. Establish a writing system that allows 

you to be both creative and disciplined in your work. Enjoy the writing process, and ab-

solutely do not become discouraged if your first book is not a New York Times Best 

Seller. Becoming a writer is a journey that may take some months or even decades to 

perfect. Either way, everything you write down is a chance to grow and shape your abili-

ties, while letting your mind explore. Don’t throw away any of your writing.  The seeds of 

a character, scene, or a plot may be there for later use.   

 

Read Across America Week Event! 

 

 Do you have younger siblings? Are you planning on babysit-
ting on Saturday, March 4

th
? Are you a fan of Doctor Seuss? If you 

answered yes to any (or all!) of the previous questions, be sure to 
visit the Cooper-Siegel Community Library for a Doctor Seuss-
themed event hosted by the National Honor Society chapter of Fox 

Chapel Area High School! The event is in celebration of “Read Across America Week,” so 
there will be a plethora of Seuss-related story time, crafts, games, and snacks! The event 
runs from 11:00 am until 3:00 pm, with a different Doctor Seuss book theme for eve-

ry hour on March 4
th

! Won’t you stop on by?  



Page 6 

 Music Review: Ed Sheeran 

By Emily Hook 

 

   Recently, the popular artist, Ed Sheeran, has 
been on the top charts, with his song “Shape of You” 
coming up as number one hit on many websites like 
www.shazam.com. Also his song “Castle On The 
Hill” has been in the top 100 songs on many web-
sites like www.billboard.com. This is not the first time 
Ed has been put in the spotlight. “Thinking Out Loud” 
and “Photograph” were a couple of his other top hits 
in the past. 

 
   Ed Sheeran started off as any middle class person. He was born in Hebden 
Bridge, West Yorkshire, and moved with his family to Suffolk when he was a child. Ed’s 
brother, Matthew, studied at a music university and became a classical composer. 
Their parents ran Sheeran Lock, an independent art consultancy. Their work usually 
took them to London, where the siblings would listen to music while traveling. Ed en-
joyed listening to Bob Dylan and Eric Clapton as a young boy, and, when he became 
older, went to see their concerts. Ed came from a large Catholic family, so he started 
singing at the local church choir when he was young. He also learned to play the guitar 
and started writing his own songs in middle school. Having many musical idols, like The 
Beatles, he studied music and was accepted in the National Youth Theater as a teen-
ager. 

 
   Ed began recording in 2004, and has become an inspiration to many since. With 
his great albums and beautiful lyrics, we just can’t wait for the new album, “Divide.” Ac-
cording to www.edsheeran.com, the album will be released March 3

rd
 of this year.  

 
   Ed Sheeran has amazing talent, and everybody is looking forward to more music 
from him. 

 
 
 
Works Cited: 

www.billboard.com  

www.edsheeran.com  

www.shazam.com  
 
Other source: 
 
www.wikipedia.org   

http://www.shazam.com
http://www.billboard.com
http://www.edsheeran.com
http://www.billboard.com
http://www.edsheeran.com
http://www.shazam.com
http://www.wikipedia.org
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Book/Movie Review: The Maze Runner series by James Dashner 

Reviewed by Emma Boyer 

 Do you enjoy sci-fi thrillers and dystopian fiction? You’ll love James 
Dashner’s series, The Maze Runner!  Filled with adventure, suspense, friend-
ship, and quite a few memorable characters. It’s a series that never gets old.  

 The first book, The Maze Runner, starts off with a boy named Thomas 
who wakes up in a strange place with no memories. There he finds plenty of 
boys just like him, who have to survive in a confined place with only a danger-
ous maze filled with biomechanical creatures, called Grievers, to use as an exit. 
Over the next few books, readers follow Thomas and his friends, Newt, Minho, 
Teresa, Chuck, and others as they find out more about who WICKED is and 
what happened to their post-apocalyptic world. There are three “original” books 
that follow their adventures post-maze and two prequels, one of which recently 

came out in September of 2016. 

 The Fever Code takes place before the maze and after the Flare outbreak. It’s Thomas and Tere-
sa’s story before they were placed in the maze with their memories swiped.  It’s all fun and games leading 
up to them being thrown into a dangerous new place where they are forced to watch and study their horri-
fied and confused friends through cameras. 

 So far, The Maze Runner and The Scorch Trials have been made into two movies, although the 
movies contain rather inaccurate representations of the books. Even so, they make great, action-filled 
movies. The movies give some of the books’ plots, with the advantage of seeing your favorite characters 
brought to life by talented actors, such as Teen Wolf’s Dylan O’Brien, Skins actress Kaya Scodelario-
Davies and Game of Thrones’ Thomas Brodie-Sangster. But sadly, release of The Death Cure has been 
delayed due to a terrible accident on set involving Dylan O’Brien doing a stunt and getting injured very 
badly. 

 Overall, I would rate this series about 9/10 for the amazing plot and creativity, but it’s a bloodbath 

sometimes. Consequently, I wouldn’t recommend it for everyone. I read the series when I was eleven, but 

my ten year old brother got a bit scared by the idea of Grievers. With that in mind, I would say the series 

would be appropriate for readers who are about preteen level and older. Great job, James Dashner! 

Movie Review: Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them 

By an Anonymous Contributor 

 

 The new fantasy movie Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them has 
taken the country, if not the world, by storm. Eddie Redmayne in the lead role of 
Newt Scamander, finds himself involved with wizards and witches on his trip to 
New York City in 1926. Other characters, Collin Farrel, Katherine Waterston, and 
Dan Fogler, do a spectacular job in making this movie a worthy admission into 
the wildly successful Harry Potter series. The movie was produced and written 
by J. K. Rowling, and was inspired by the book she wrote of the same title. 

 The element that attracts viewers most is obviously the abundance of animals, or as the movie calls 

it: creatures. The mix of delightful and imaginative creatures from the miniscule Bowtruckle who is devoted 

to Newt Scamander, to the Demiguise, an invisible creature that can see the most likely future, seals the 

deal and makes this movie a must-see. I would highly recommend seeing this movie for ages 9+. There are 

a couple of sequences that younger kids would either not understand or find scary. If you were not fortu-

nate enough to see the movie in theaters, the DVD comes out in March.  
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Black and White Easter Eggs  (thanks to obviouslysweet.com for this 
idea) 
 

Directions: These eggs are simple and easy, but yet have a classic 
look to them. To decorate these, just cover your surface with a paper towel 
and start drawing some designs on the eggs with the sharpie!  

 
 
Naturally Dyed Eggs    (thanks to boulderlocavore.com for the idea) 
 

 

Directions: If you aren’t a fan of bright, store-bought dye, then these 
naturally dyed eggs are for you! You can try any food or spice to dye 
the egg, but some of the recommended ones are: beets for red, red 
cabbage for blue, spinach for green and turmeric for yellow. (The food 
or spices you use to dye the egg are referred to throughout the recipe 
as the “dye source.”)  
 Add the dye source to a bowl. Feel free to mix some of the in-
gredients to create another color of your choice.  (Use more dye to 
achieve a darker color.) Add enough water to reach 1 inch over top of 
your dye source. Bring the water to a boil. Once the water boils reduce to 
a simmer until the water is the color that you’d like your dye to be. Keep in mind, the eggs will be lighter 
than the dye. 
 After it is the color you’d like, remove the dye source from the colored water, and add 1 table-
spoon of white vinegar per 1 cup of liquid. Allow to cool, then add the eggs. 

 
Embroidery Eggs     (Thanks to craftberrybush.com for the idea) 
 

 

NOTE - this project is more of a decorating project, as you won’t be 
dyeing the eggs, only adding yarn. 
Directions: First, add glue to your egg. Then, start wrapping yarn 
around the egg, or you can cut strands of yarn and put them on by 
the strand. Remember, though, the less of the egg that is shown, the 
better!  
 You can buy most of these supplies at grocery stores and 
craft stores. If you plan to eat the eggs, I recommend that you eat 

them within a few days. I hope that these projects will be a fun way to celebrate this Easter! Hopefully, 
the article brought some fresh ideas to inspire new, fun ways to mix up your typical traditions.  

Easter Egg Decorating Ideas 
By Wendy Moore 

 

If your family traditions are similar to most people’s, dying Easter eggs is probably one of the 
many Easter rituals that you take part in! In 2013, Americans dyed and decorated approximately 180 
million Easter eggs! Oftentimes, it gets boring because we run out of creative ideas and end up just 
dying the eggs a solid color, and maybe adding on some writing. Here are some fresh ideas to make 
your egg decorating experience more festive. All of the projects begin with hard boiled eggs. 
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Get Ready for Spring at Beechwood Farms 
By Callie Boyer 

 
 Springtime is soon to come, which means the 
sun will be out and so will we.  One entertaining and 
common activity to do during spring is hiking. 
 Beechwood Farms-- located at 614 Dorseyville 
Road,  might help you enjoy your spring (or even 
summer) break this year. 
 
 Beechwood Farms is the headquarters for the 
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania and was 
founded in 1903 by a former state senator William 

Flinn.  When he retired from his role as a senator, he settled down in his summer place on 
Dorseyville Road and called his enterprise “Beechwood Farms.”   
 On the 134 acres of the farm, Flinn enjoyed many of his farming interests from roses 
all the way to cattle.  This farm was mostly famous for its Guernsey cattle, which provided 
dairy products for the northern Pittsburgh area.  In 1977, the Audubon Society of Western 
Pennsylvania (ASWP) took control of the site and built a nature center, which contains five 
miles of hiking trails.   
 Around the reserve, wildlife like deer, foxes, skunks, raccoons and screech owls live 
in abundance.  In 1981, a pond was built to attract Mallards and Canada Geese, which are 
still nesting there today. 
 
Upcoming events at Beechwood Farms: 
    3/20    Audubon Volunteer Naturalist Training 
    3/22    Birds and More Nature Walk @ Beechwood Farms Nature Reserve (BFNR) 
    3/23    Master Birder Program 
    3/25    Maple Madness Succop 
    3/31    Frogs in the Pond at Night @ BFNR 
    4/01    Scout Badge Day 
    4/05    Birds and More Nature walk @ BFNR (Every Wednesday) 
    4/08    Great Pittsburgh Eagle Egg Hunt @ BFNR 
 
For more information about Beechwood Farms and more upcoming events visit:                 
                                                    ASWP.org/events 
 
All information in this article was found at: ASWP.org/beechwood-history  and 
  ASWP.org/events 

 
Beechwood Farms will be coming to the library on Sunday, March 26th 
at 2:00 p.m. for Frog Fun! Kids, teens, and adults will have fun 
learning frog calls. Discover how frogs survive in our ponds, streams, 
and backyards and why frogs are so important. 
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Helping Children Tomorrow 

By Vishi Agrawal 

 

 Helping Children Tomorrow is a club at Fox Chapel High School. It 

was started just this year by two high school sophomores, Vishi Agrawal 

and Gina Wang. They started the club because they were interested in 

making a difference in the community and in the lives of children. A Home-

work Helpers program is now in place; the high school members of the club are holding bi-

weekly sessions at the library, where they assist children with their homework. No previous 

registration is needed for this event. In the future, the organizers plan to hold monthly events 

where they are able to do activities, such as arts and crafts with the children. Possibilities for 

future activities include teaching other skills (like robotics).  

The organizers encourage elementary and middle school students 

to attend the Homework Helpers sessions at the library that are offered 

every other Wednesday from 4:00-5:00. Please check the library calendar 

for specific dates. This program is the first community-outreach effort as 

the organizers embark on a journey to enhance the lives of younger stu-

dents. 


